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Mr. Van interjects, “Who can explain to Laura the similarities and differences in these two different 
governmental systems?”

Several students attempt to make comparisons and match the branches of the government. Mr. Van 
reminds them of the comparison they did last week on the Smart Board. “Where are your notes from 
last week? We put on the Smart Board the links between specific roles in the U.S. government and the 
UK government.” It becomes clear that some students did not copy the information from the Smart 
Board into their notes. Mr. Van goes through the diagram again, making connections between the 
governmental systems.

Kirsten asks, “Mr. Van, are we going to need to know all these terms for the test? I am just not very 
good at memorizing all this information, especially when it is about government. I think it is just easier 
for other kids.”

“Well Kirsten, I don’t want you to just memorize the terms. I really want you to understand how these 
various governmental systems work. This is why I am going to have you do several activities in class, like 
the one today, as well as write several papers. I would hope that those strategies would help you learn 
the material,” replies Mr. Van.

Directing his attention to the whole class, Mr. Van 
announces, “For homework this week, I want you to 
write a position paper. You must decide which gov-
ernmental system you believe works better and 
provide evidence for your position.”

“Well, of course the United States has a better 
system. That will be easy,” states Niall.

Mr. Van then states, “Well, let me give you a heads 
up. Next week you will have to write a position paper 
making a case for the other governmental system.”

Many of the students begin to complain and com-
ment, “Why do you always make us take both posi-
tions? You did the same thing when we discussed 
the Civil War.”

Mr. Van replies, “Because I want you to think, not 
just spit back information to me. I also want you to 
think beyond what we already know. So I will also be 
asking you to work in groups over the next few 
weeks to design your own governmental system. 
You can use pieces and ideas from the other systems 
we have discussed, but yours will need to be unique 
and original in some ways.”

ASSESS:
1.	 Do you think the strategy of assigning students to specific governmental roles worked? Why 

or why not?

2.	 Do you think it is a good idea to have students provide opinions for opposing sides? Provide 
your reasons.

3.	 Why would having the students create their own governmental system help them understand 
the systems being used today?
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